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Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale

Scale Number | Sustained Winds Dam Storm Sur
(Category) (MPH) amage orm Surge
al 74-95 Minimal: Unanchored mobile homes, 4-5 feet
vegetation and signs.
2 96-110 Moderate: All mobile homes, roofs, 6-8 feet
small crafts, flooding.
3 111-130 Extensive: Small buildings, low-lying 9-12 feet
roads cut off.
4 131-155 Extreme: Roofs destroyed, trees 13-18 feet
down, roads cut off, mobile homes
destroyed. Beach homes flooded.
5 More than 155 [|Catastrophic: Most buildings Greater than 18
destroyed. Vegetation destroyed. feet
Major roads cut off. Homes flooded.

While POA recommends the detailed instructions set
forth by the Inst. for Business and Home Safety,
here are some tips from FEMA but modified by POA:

Before a Hurricane

To prepare for a hurricane, you should take
the following measures:

® Make plans to secure your property.
Permanent storm shutters offer the
best protection for windows. A second
option is to board up windows with 3/4”
marine plywood, cut to fit and ready to
install. Tape does not prevent windows
from breaking.

e Store all important documents in a se-
cure location, preferably in a secure
cyber vault. (See why on page 4-5)

® |nstall straps or additional clips to se-
curely fasten your roof to the frame
structure. This will reduce roof damage.

® Be sure trees and shrubs around your
home are well trimmed.

e (lear loose and clogged rain gutters
and downspouts.

® Determine how and where to secure
your boat.

e Consider building a safe room.

During a Hurricane

If a hurricane is likely in your area, you
should:

® |isten to the radio or TV for information.

® Secure your home, close storm shutters, and secure outdoor objects or
bring them indoors.

® Turn off utilities if instructed to do so. Otherwise, turn the refrigerator ther-
mostat to its coldest setting and keep its doors closed.

e Turn off propane tanks.- Avoid using the phone, except for serious emergen-
cies.

® Moor your boat if time permits.

® Ensure a supply of water for sanitary purposes such as cleaning and flush-
ing toilets. Fill the bathtub and other large containers with water.

You should evacuate under the following conditions:

e |f you are directed by local authorities to do so. Be sure to follow their in-
structions.

e |f you live in a mobile home or temporary structure—such shelters are par-
ticularly hazardous during hurricanes no matter how well fastened to the
ground.

e |[fyou live in a high-rise building—hurricane winds are stronger at higher
elevations.

e |f you live on the coast, on a floodplain, near a river, or on an inland water-
way.

e |f you feel you are in danger.

If you are unable to evacuate, go to your safe room. If you do not have one, fol-
low these guidelines:

e Stay indoors during the hurricane and away from windows and glass doors.
® C(Close all interior doors—secure and brace external doors.

® Keep curtains and blinds closed. Do not be fooled if there is a lull; it could
be the eye of the storm - winds will pick up again.

® Take refuge in a small interior room, closet, or hallway on the lowest level.
® Lie on the floor under a table or another sturdy object.
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