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WHY ARE ILLNESSES AND DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE 

CHINESE SOMEHOW WORSE THAN ILLNESSES AND 

DAMAGE CAUSED BY AMERICAN COMPANIES? ITõS ALL 

ABOUT THE MONEY THAT BUYS PUBLIC POLICY, SILLY.  



 

Looking at all of the hoopla 

over Chinese drywall is reminis-

cent of  the hoopla that sur-

rounded toxic mold years ago.  

Trial lawyer listserves are abuzz 

with a new opportunity to hold 

yet another bad egg responsible; 

defense attorneys are salivating 

at the notion of getting their 

hands on a new crop of deep 

pocketed bureaucrats; and in-

stead of U.S. homebuilders curs-

ing those daring enough to file 

suit, they, themselves, are the 

plaintiffs and are kicking them-

selves for lobbying for tort re-

form only a few years back.  

Of course, the media is painting 

Chinese drywall as the next 

plague and expert witnesses are 

getting gussied up to appear on 

Fox News and to testify  in a 

firestorm of lawsuits.  

This time, though, itõs a bit dif-

ferent ñ the biggest campaign 

contributors in American indus-

try arenõt in the line of fire.  In-

stead, the bullõs eye is on the 

Chinese who might not fully 

fathom how their American 

counterparts grease the skids to 

muscle or buy their way out of 

liability. Enough cash or political 

pressure exerted in the right 

judicial or legislative corners, 

after all, have proven invest-

ment enough to secure a legal 

litmus test to insure medical 

doctors and other experts, who 

would otherwise point to the defendantõs 

product or service as the cause for the 

injuries or damage sustained, cannot tes-

tify. No  such testimony means a jury can-

not award such damages. Yippi-ki-a-ki-o!  

I am not, in any way, trying to belittle or 

downplay the severity of the Chinese dry-

wall problem but I would like to remind 

our readers that whatõs good for the 

goose should be good for the gander and 

hope that the slippery slope of legal 

precedents set in mold related cases, 

doesnõt come back to haunt those im-

pacted by Chinese-made drywall.  

I fear that the bad public policy created to 

protect American industry from liability will 

become an impediment for justice sought 

by these newest environmental victims.   

Perhaps homebuilders and other commer-

cial interests impacted by this new threat 

will see fit to expend the same money 

and effort to right the wrongs they helped 

create in the first place ñ legal opinions 

and watered down penalties favoring the 

defense.   

It would otherwise be a crying shame for 

this new crop of injured homeowners to 

meet the same fate as their many prede-

cessors who sought justice for American 

company-caused environmental illness.  

Itõs otherwise kin to saying a person slain 

by a homegrown terrorist isnõt as dead as 

someone slain by an international terror-

ist.   

Letõs hold American companies to an 

equal or even greater standard than the 

standards set for foreigners.  Page 2 
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LETTING ANY COMPANY ñ AMERICAN OR CHINESE ñ OFF THE HOOK FOR DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES IS 
BAD,   

MMM KAY?  

WILL THE SLIPPERY SLOPE 

OF MOLD COME BACK TO 

BITE THE HAND THAT FED 

IT?   
POA Opinion 
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PARKLAND, Fla. (AP) -  At the 

height of the U.S. housing boom, 

when building materials were in 

short supply, American construc-

tion companies used millions of 

pounds of Chinese -made drywall 

because it was abundant and 

cheap.  

Now that decision is haunting hun-

dreds of homeowners and apart-

ment dwellers who are concerned 

that the wallboard gives off fumes 

that can corrode copper pipes, 

blacken jewelry and silverware, 

and possibly sicken people.  

Shipping records reviewed by The 

Associated Press indicate that im-

ports of potentially tainted Chinese 

building materials exceeded 500 

million pounds during a four -year 

period of soaring home prices. The 

drywall may have been used in 

more than 100,000 homes, ac-

cording to some estimates, includ-

ing houses rebuilt after Hurricane 

Katrina.  

"This is a traumatic problem of ex-

traordinary proportions," said U.S. 

Rep. Robert Wexler, a Florida De-

mocrat who introduced a bill in the 

House calling for a temporary ban 

on the Chinese -made imports until 

more is known about their chemi-

cal makeup. Similar legislation has 

been proposed in the Senate.  

The drywall apparently causes a 

chemical reaction that gives off a 

rotten -egg stench, which grows 

worse with heat and humidity.  

Researchers do not know yet what 

causes the reaction, but possible 

culprits include fumigants sprayed 

on the drywall and material inside 

it. The Chinese drywall is also 
made with a coal byproduct called 

fly ash that is less refined than the 

form used by U.S. drywall makers.  

Dozens of homeowners in the South-

east have sued builders, suppliers 

and manufacturers, claiming the 

very walls around them are emitting 

smelly sulfur compounds that are 

poisoning their families and render-

ing their homes uninhabitable.  

"It's like your hopes and dreams are 

just gone," said Mary Ann Schul-

theis, who has suffered burning 

eyes, sinus headaches, and a gen-

eral heaviness in her chest since 

moving into her brand -new, 4,000 -

square foot house in this tidy South 

Florida suburb a few years ago.  

She has few options. Her builder is 

in bankruptcy, the government is not 

helping and her lender will not give 

her a break.  

"I'm just going to cry," she said. "We 

don't know what we're going to do."  

Builders have filed their own lawsuits 

against suppliers and manufacturers, 

claiming they unknowingly used the 

bad building materials.  

The Consumer Product Safety Com-

mission is investigating, as are 

health departments in Virginia, Lou-

isiana, North Carolina, Florida and 

Washington state.  

Companies that produced some of 

the wallboard said they are looking 

into the complaints, but downplayed 

the possibility of health risks.  

"What we're trying to do is get to the 

bottom of what is precisely going 

on," said Ken Haldin, a spokesman 

for Knauf Plasterboard Tianjin, a Chi-

nese company named in many of the 

lawsuits.  

The Chinese ministries of commerce, 

construction and industry and the 
Administration of Quality Supervision 

Inspection and Quarantine did not 

respond to repeated requests for 

comment. Chinese news reports 

have said AQSIQ, which enforces 

product quality standards, 

was investigating the com-

plaints but people in the 

agency's press office said they 

could not confirm that.  

Meanwhile, governors in Lou-

isiana and Florida are asking 

for federal assistance, and 

experts say the problem is 

only now beginning to surface.  

"Based on the amount of ma-

terial that came in, it's possi-

ble that just in one year, 

100,000 residences could be 

involved," said Michael Fore-

man, who owns a construction 

consulting firm. The company 

has performed tests on some 

200 homes in the Sarasota 

area and has been tracking 
shipments of the drywall.  

(continued on page 4)  
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Chinese drywall poses potential risks    
Associated Press, By BRIAN SKOLOFF and CAIN BURDEAU  

April 11, 2009  

(AP) In this April 8, 2009 photo, 

Mary Ann Schultheis stands in the 

guest room of her Parkland, Fla.... 

Full Image  

(AP) In this April 8, 2009 photo, 

Mary Ann Schultheis stands in front 

of her Parkland, Fla. home...  

Full Image  

http://apnews.myway.com/image/20090411/Chinese_Drywall.sff_FLJC113_20090411114830.html?date=20090411&docid=D97GCJS00
http://apnews.myway.com/image/20090411/Chinese_Drywall.sff_FLJC114_20090411114820.html?date=20090411&docid=D97GCJS00


Federal authorities say they are investigating just how much of the 

wallboard was imported. Shipping records analyzed by the AP show 

that more than 540 million pounds of plasterboard -  which includes 

both drywall and ceiling tile panels -  was imported from China between 

2004 and 2008, although it's unclear whether all of that material was 

problematic or only certain batches.  

Most of it came into the country in 2006, following a series of Gulf 

Coast hurricanes and a domestic shortage brought on by the national 

housing boom.  

The Chinese board was also cheaper. One homeowner told AP he saved 

$1,000 by building his house with it instead of a domestic product.  

In 2006, enough wallboard was imported from China to build some 

34,000 homes of roughly 2,000 square feet each, according to AP's 

analysis of the shipping records and estimates supplied by the nation-

wide drywall supplier United States Gypsum.  

Experts and advocates say many homes may 

have been built with a mixture of Chinese and 

domestic drywall, potentially raising the num-

ber of affected homes much higher.  

So far, the problem appears to be concen-

trated in the Southeast, which blossomed with 

new construction during the housing boom 

and where the damp climate appears to cause 

the gypsum in the building material to de-

grade more quickly. In Florida alone, more 

than 35,000 homes may contain the product, 

experts said.  

In Louisiana, the state health department has 

received complaints from at least 350 people in just a few weeks. Many 

of the affected homeowners rebuilt after Hurricane Katrina only to face 

the prospect of tearing down their houses and rebuilding again.  

In another cruel twist, some of the very communities that have been 

hit hardest by the collapse of the housing market and skyrocketing 

foreclosure rates are now at the epicenter of the drywall problem.  

Foreman warns of a "sleeping beast" in the thousands of bank -owned 

condos and houses across the country, with no one in them to com-

plain.  

Outside the South, it's harder to pinpoint the number of affected 

homes. And in drier climates such as California and Nevada, it may be 

years before homeowners begin to see -  and smell -  what may be lurk-

ing inside their walls.  

The drywall furor is the latest in a series of scares over potentially toxic 

imports from China. In 2007, Chinese authorities ratcheted up inspec-

tions and tightened restrictions on exports after manufacturers were 

found to have exported tainted cough syrup, toxic pet food and toys 

decorated with lead paint.  

Scientists hope to understand the problem by studying the chemicals in 

the board. Drywall consists of wide, flat boards used to cover walls. It 

is often made from gypsum, a common mineral that can be mined or 

manufactured from the byproducts of coal - fired power plants.  
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Plaintiffs in the lawsuits, as well 

as U.S. wallboard manufacturers, 

say the tainted drywall was made 

with fly ash, a residue of coal 

combustion more commonly used 

in concrete mixtures.  

Fly ash can be gathered before it 

ever reaches the smokestack, 

where technology is used to re-

move sulfur dioxide from the 

emissions. The process of 

"scrubbing" the smokestack emis-

sions creates calcium sulfate, or 

gypsum, which can then used to 

make wallboard, experts say.  

Haldin, the Knaupf Tianjin spokes-

man, says some domestic drywall 

is also made from the less - refined 

fly ash.  

But Michael Gardner, executive 

director of the U.S. Gypsum Asso-

ciation, said American manufac-

turers gather the gypsum from 

the smokestacks after the scrub-

bing, which produces a cleaner 

product.  

The Consumer Product Safety 

Commission has dispatched teams 

of toxicologists, electrical engi-

neers and other experts to Florida 

to study the phenomenon. The 

commission is also working with 

the Environmental Protection 

Agency and the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention to 

determine whether there is a 

health hazard.  

A Florida Department of Health 

analysis found the Chinese dry-

wall emits "volatile sulfur com-

pounds," and contains traces of 

strontium sulfide, which can pro-

duce the rotten -egg odor and re-

acts with air to corrode metals 

and wires.  

But the agency says on its Web 

site that it "has not identified data 

suggesting an imminent or 

chronic health hazard at this 
time."  

(Continued on page 5)  

 

(AP) In this April 8, 2009 

photo, Mary Ann Schultheis 

displays the black dust that is 

covering the...  

Full Image  

http://apnews.myway.com/image/20090411/Chinese_Drywall.sff_FLJC110_20090411114915.html?date=20090411&docid=D97GCJS00


Page 5 

The Policyholder Advocate                                                Summer 2009 issue  

"We're continuing to test," said 

Susan Smith, a spokeswoman for 

the department, which has logged 

230 complaints from homeowners.  

Dr. Patricia Williams, a University 

of New Orleans toxicologist hired 

by a Louisiana law firm that repre-

sents plaintiffs in some of the 

cases, said she has identified 

highly toxic compounds in the dry-

wall, including hydrogen sulfide, 

sulfuric acid, sulfur dioxide and 

carbon disulfide.  

Prolonged exposure to the com-

pounds, especially high levels of 

carbon disulfide, can cause breath-

ing problems, chest pains and 

even death; and can affect the 

nervous system, according to the 

CDC.  

"It is absolutely shocking what is 

happening," Williams said.  

Dr. Phillip Goad, a toxicologist 

hired by Knaupf Plasterboard Tian-

jin, sampled drywall from 25 

homes, some that contained the 

company's wallboard and some 

that did not.  

"The studies we have performed to 

date have identified very low levels 

of naturally occurring compounds," 

Goad said. "The levels we have 

detected do not present a public 

health concern. The chemicals are 

naturally occurring. They're pro-

duced in ocean water, in salt 
marsh air, in estuaries."  

But those who are living with it are 

convinced that something is mak-

ing them sick, including dozens of 

 

(AP) In this April 8, 2009 photo, Mary Ann 

Schultheis displays the black dust that is 

covering the...  

Full Image  

homeowners in a single subdivision in Parkland, about 50 miles north of 

Miami. They are now faced with a daunting choice: Tear down and re-

build, or move out and be stuck with a mortgage and a home they can-

not sell.  

"We are particularly concerned about the safety and well -being of our 

children," said Holly Krulik, who lives down the street from Mary Ann 

Schultheis.  

She and her husband, Doug, are suffering sinus problems and respira-

tory ailments, and their young daughter has repeated nose bleeds.  

"If a shiny copper coil can turn absolutely black within a matter of 

months, it certainly can't be good for human beings," Krulik said.  

Neighbor John Willis is moving out, even though he can hardly afford to 

walk away from a house he's owned for just three years. He cries as he 

speaks of his 3 -year -old son's respiratory infection, which eventually 

required surgery.  

"They basically took out a substance that looked like rubber cement out 

of my 3 -year -old son's sinuses," he said. "My wife and I are now faced 

with the choice between our children's health and our financial health. 

My children are always going to win on that."  

The subdivision's builder, WCI Communities, is in Chapter 11 bank-

ruptcy restructuring and can do little more than log complaints, said 

spokeswoman Connie Boyd.  

The federal government does not regulate the chemical ingredients of 

imported drywall.  

Plasterboard Tianjin said it has been making drywall for 10 years in ac-

cordance with U.S. and international standards.  

Another Chinese company facing lawsuits, Taishan Gypsum Ltd., also 

insists that it meets all U.S. standards.  

Determining what is causing the problems could take months. Re-

searchers will try to recreate in a lab the conditions that caused the 

sulfur compounds normally found in drywall to give off noxious gases.  

Meanwhile, people like Lisa Sich, 43, are left with more questions than 

answers. Sich has not felt well since moving into the Henderson, Nev., 

apartment she rents less than a year ago, and her silverware quickly 

tarnished.  

"I can hear myself wheezing," said Sich, who is having environmental 

experts test the apartment, built in 2007. "My eyes are constantly 

itchy, extreme fatigue."  

And while Sich is not even certain she's got the bad wallboard, she has 

not felt like herself in months. She's missed five weeks of work just 

since Thanksgiving.  

"I'm just tired all the time," she said. "It doesn't make sense."  

Associated Press Writer Joe McDonald in Beijing contributed to this report. Burdeau reported 

from New Orleans.  

http://apnews.myway.com/image/20090411/Chinese_Drywall.sff_FLJC111_20090411114904.html?date=20090411&docid=D97GCJS00
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 How do I know if I have "Chinese 

drywall"?  

Most reported cases are in Florida but problem is 

popping up elsewhere.  

 

1. Is there a marking saying ñmade in Chinaò on the back of 

sheets of drywall?  

2. Is a sulfur-like or unusual odor present?  

3. Have you observed copper corrosion, indicated by a 

black, sooty coating of un-insulated copper pipe leading to 

the air handling unit in the garage or mechanical closet of 

the home?  

4. Is there documented failure of the air conditioner 

evaporator coil (located inside the air handling unit)?  

5. Has an outside expert or professional confirmed the 

presence of Chinese manufactured drywall?  

6. Has an outside expert or professional confirmed the 

presence of premature copper corrosion on un-insulated 

copper wires and/or air conditioner evaporator coils (inside 

the air handling unit)?  

Watch video to fully understand the issue. 

NEWS INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

TOP OF THE NEWS 
CHINESE DRYWALL  

STORM CLOUDS BREWING FOR 2009 HURRICANE SEASON, 

COASTAL VULNERABILITY 

PREMIUMS ON THE MOVE (UPWARDS) 

NEWS ON FEDERAL OVERSIGHT OF INSURANCE SECTOR 

YOUR HOMEõS VALUE 

PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS THE NEXT MCKINSEY?  

AIG IMPACTS INDUSTRY 

MORE BAILOUT BLUES 

MOST COMMON INSURANCE COMPLAINTS 

SOMETHINGõS GOTTA GIVE: ITõS INSURANCE COVERAGE 

RADICALLY CONSERVATIVE APPEALS COURTõS SHORT-LIVED 

FOLLY 

ALLSTATE MAKES òPRUDENTó INVESTMENTS IN JUNK 

WASHINGTON COURT DEMANDS ALLSTATEõS CLAIMS MANUALS 

NATIONWIDE HIT WITH CLASS ACTION 

 
2ñ7 

 

8-10 

11 

12 

13 

13 

14 

15-16 

16 

17 

 

18-21 

20 

22 

23 

MOLD-RELATED ILLNESS/DAMAGE/LEGAL 
GENERAL NEWS: 

FARMERS/RANCHERS SMARTER THAN THEM òCITY BOYSó? 

SBS: FLOODS, MOLD, CANCER & POLITICS OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH 

MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONSõ COZY RELATIONSHIP WITH INDUSTRY 

EPAõS INTERNAL BATTLE OVER MOLD GUIDELINES 

GAO PRODS EPA TO BOOST MOLD WARNINGS 

LEGAL REPORTING: 

TENANT AWARDED $1 MIL FOR INJURIES 

AZ JURY AWARDS $3.3 MIL FOR COGNITIVE 

MI AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER AWARDED BENEFITS 

DE COURT AGREES WITH VERDICT AGAINST BUILDER 

NY COURT PROTECTS CO-OP BOARD MEMBERS 

CA APPEALS COURT: PROPERTY MANAGERS CLAIM DENIED 

FL COURTHOUSE STAFFERS SUE COUNTY 

VA COUPLES JURY AWARD SLASHED BY 70% 

TECHNOLOGY: 

INFRARED MAINSTREAMED 

RESEARCH 

DEFINING ACUTE/CHRONIC ILLNESS FROM WATER DAMAGED 

BUILDINGS 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MEMNONIELLA AND STACHY 

 
 

24-28 

 

29-31 

32 

33 

34-35 

 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

 

43 

 

 

45 

45 

GENERAL COVERAGE/BAD FAITH 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU MIX A DRUNK, A PIG, AN 

ECLIPSE, AND STATE FARM?   

 
 

47 

STATE-BY-STATE NEWS: A Mixed Bag  
CALIFORNIA, FLORIDA, INDIANA, MONTANA, NEW YORK, TEXAS 

 
48-61 

BET YOU DIDNõT KNOWé 
WHICH GROUP COSTS SOCIETY MORE ñ SMOKERS OR 

HEALTHY PEOPLE?  

 

 
 

Back  

Page 6 

http://wn.wsvn.com/global/video/popup/pop_player.asp?clipId1=3433931&at1=News+%2D+Special+Coverage&vt1=v&h1=Carmel+on+the+Case+%2D+Chinese+Drywall&d1=222000&redirUrl=http://www.wsvn.com&activePane=info&LaunchPageAdTag=homepage&clipFormat=&playerVersion=1&host


WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Sens. Bill Nelson and Mary Lan-
drieu today filed legislation aimed at initiating a recall and im-
posing an immediate ban on tainted building products from 
China, as more and more people around the country are report-

ing problems in their homes built with imported drywall. 

The centerpiece of their legislation is a resolution pressing the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission ( CPSC ) for a recall on 
Chinese-made drywall, based in part on findings by a Florida 
homebuilder and state officials who have confirmed the pres-
ence of sulfide gases in homes built with the drywall.  Nelson 
and Landrieuôs legislation also asks the CPSC to work with fed-
eral testing labs and the Environmental Protection Agency to 
determine the level of hazard posed by certain chemicals and 

as yet unidentified organic compounds in the drywall. 

In addition, the legislation calls on the commission to issue an 
interim ban on imports until it can create federal drywall 

safety standards so consumers are protected in the future. 

Among other things, the drywall is linked to seeping sulfide 
gases that can corrode electrical wiring and components of air-
conditioning and other household appliances. 
The two lawmakers said theyôre pressing the CPSC for a recall 
in hopes of jump-starting a process for helping affected home-
owners with the costs of repairs or replacement, which under 

their legislation would be the responsibility of the manufacturers. 

The potential scope of the problem is huge.  Nelson represents 
Florida, where an estimated 36,000homes are believed to con-
tain Chinese-made drywall.  Landrieu represents Louisiana, 
where tons of the drywall was used in post-Hurricane Katrina 
construction.  All told, itôs believed between 60,000 and 100,000 
homes nationwide may contain tainted drywall.  Besides Florida 
and Louisiana, problems also have been seen and reported in 

the press in Virginia, Alabama, Mississippi and California. 

ñThis Chinese drywall represents an attack on our homeowners, 
a defrauding of our homebuilders and another obstacle on our 
road to recovery,ò  Landrieu said.  ñThe Consumer Product 
Safety Commission should have been the first line of defense in 
preventing this inferior product from entering the U.S. market in 

the first place. 

ñThe federal government now has a responsibility to assess the 
full scope of the problem and immediately 
prohibit further importation,ò she said.  ñWe also need to help 
our struggling homeowners with the repair costs that will be 

Lawmakers Seek Help for Homeowners 
With Repair or Replacement of Chinese -

made Drywall  
by billnelson.senate.gov (April, 2009)  
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necessary to rid their homes of this toxic product.ò 

Nelson noted that during a recent three-to five-year period 
drywall from China arrived at ports around the country, includ-
ing 60 million pounds in New Orleans and 27 million pounds in 

Mississippi ï two areas hard hit by Hurricane Katrina. 

ñI believe youôre going to see this is widespread,ò  said Nelson, 
a member of the Senate Commerce Committee that oversees 
the CPSC.  ñAnytime you have mounting evidence of poten-
tially toxic goods you have an obligation to act quickly to pro-

tect consumers.ò 

On Feb. 13, the Florida senator wrote the CPSC and re-
quested a federal investigation into the imported drywall.  The 
CPSC launched an investigation two weeks later.  Last week, 
a team of federal investigators was in southwest Florida in-

specting the electrical systems of suspect homes. 

A number of homeowners have filed lawsuits, and developers 
are suing the manufacturers of the drywall.  Homeowner law-
suits contend the drywall has caused damage to the home, 
that the drywall itself must be replaced and, in some cases, 
that residents have suffered adverse health effects such as 

asthma as a result of exposure. 

In the past, there has been at least one case involving wide-
spread replacement of siding in numerous homes around the 
country.  The siding, a concoction of wood scraps and resins, 
was installed on about 800,000 homes around the country 
from 1985 to 1995.  It warped prematurely, rotted in wet 
weather and sprouted mushrooms and other fungus.  The first 
complaints arose out of the use of the wood panels on roofs of 

houses in Florida. 

All told, about 67,000 homeowners lodged complaints and 
eventually the manufacturer paid 37,781 homeowners an aver-

age of $4,367 or a total of $165 million. 

 

S. 739 - Drywall Safety Act 
S. RES. 91 - Resolution calling for a recall on Chinese-made 
drywall  
 
http://billnelson.senate.gov/news/details.cfm?id=310757& 
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STORM CLOUDS AHEAD? FORECASTERS ISSUE HURRICANE FORE-

CASTS FOR UPCOMING SEASON 

Last month, Colorado State 

lowered its 2009 Hurricane 

forecast.  

They say chances are good 

for at least one major 

(category 3, 4 or 5) hurri-

cane to make landfall on 

EACH of the following 

coastal areas: 

1) Entire U.S. coastline - 

54% (average for last cen-

tury is 52%)  

2) U.S. East Coast Including 

Peninsula Florida - 32% 

(average for last century is 

31%)  

3) Gulf Coast from the Flor-

ida Panhandle westward to 

Brownsville - 31% (average 

for last century is 30%)  

4) Average major hurricane 

landfall risk in the Carib-

bean  

Those interested in the 

probabilities of a storm or 

cat. 1ñ5 hurricane hitting 

close to home can CLCK 

HERE, enter the state and 

county and the chances are 

calculated.  

Those wanting data on each 

of the 11 regions (see re-

gions provided on the Re-

gions Map), CLICK HERE. 

The full forecast is available 

Here.   

The 2009 season begins on 

June 1st, and ends on No-

vember  30th.  

ATLANTIC BASIN SEASONAL 

HURRICANE FORECAST FOR 

2009 Forecast Parameter and 1950-

2000 
Climatology (in parentheses) 

Issue Date 
10 December 2008 

Issue Date 
9 April 2009 

Named Storms (NS) (9.6) 14 12 

Named Storm Days (NSD) (49.1) 70 55 

Hurricanes (H) (5.9) 7 6 

Hurricane Days (HD) (24.5) 30 25 

Intense Hurricanes (IH) (2.3) 3 2 

Intense Hurricane Days (IHD) (5.0) 7 5 

Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) 

(96.1) 

125 100 

Net Tropical Cyclone Activity (NTC) 

(100%) 

135 105 
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